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1. FELICE CAME BY TO SEE US YESTERDAY. HE WAS 
APPRECIATIVE OE HIS RECEPTION IN WASHINGTON AND SEEMED 
SATISFIED WITH HIS VISIT AND WHAT IT MIGHT ACCOMPLISH. 

HE HAD NO COMPLAINTS AND NO EURTHER REQUESTS. 

2. FELICE SAID HE HAD SEEN MINTOEE AND HAD FOUND HIM ALSO 
SATISFIED WITH THE EXERCISE. HOWEVER, HE SAID MINTOEF'S 
REAL REACTION WOULD BE DETERMINED BY THE RESPONSE HE 
RECEIVES TO HI- LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT. 

(INCIDENTALLY, HE SAID HE HAD NOT HAD A HAND IN DRAETING 
THAT LETTER EXCEPT TO GET DELETION OE WHAT HE DESCRIBED 
AS CERTAIN OBJECTIONABLE PHRASEOLOGY. DRAETERS WERE 
MINTOEE, EDGAR MIZZI, AND MAURICE ABELA. DEPUTY 

PRIME MINISTER CASSAR IS ALSO AWARE OE THE EXERCISE.) 

3. MINTOEE’S BOTTOM LINE EXPECTIONS IN THE RESPONSE TO 
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HIS LETTER, SAID EELICE, WOULD BE EURTHER REAFEIRMATION 
THAT WE ARE URGING THE EUROPEANS TO CONCLUDE A DIALOGUE 
WITH MALTA WHICH COMES CLOSER TO MEETING HIS DEMANDS EOR 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND THAT WE WOULD BE RESPONSIVE TO HIS 
ORAL REQUEST EOR A SOFT LOAN FOR SURPLUS EQUIPMENT EOR 
MARSAXLOKK. MINTOEE PLACED VERY HIGH IMPORTANCE ON THE 
LATTER, AND EELICE THOUGHT THAT IE THE U.S. WERE 
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EVENTUALLY FORTHCOMING WITH SOET TERM LENDING EOR SUCH 
EQUIPMENT HE WOULD NOT PRESS US TO PARTICIPATE WITH THE 
EUROPEANS IN MEETING HIS DEMAND EOR 14 MILLION POUNDS IN 
CASH GRANTS PROM THEM. IN OTHER WORDS, PELICE SEEMED TO 
RELIEVE THAT MINTOFP MAY BE COMING TO THE POINT OP 
REALISTICALLY RECOGNIZING THAT GRANT AID FROM THE U.S. 

IS OUT OP THE QUESTION. WE SAID WE HOPED SO BUT WE WERE 
SKEPTICAL. 

4. ON THE OTHER HAND, FELICE REITERATED WHAT HE HAD TOLD 
EUR THAT HE PELT ZABLOCKI AND HIS ACCOMPANYING STAPLER 
HAD SEEMED RATHER UNDERSTANDING OP HIS EXPRESSED HOPE THAT 
THE U.S. WOULD BE FORTHCOMING WITH AID, PROVIDED ACCORDING 
TO ZABLOCKI PRESIDENT DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY INDICATED 

TO CONGRESS HIS SUPPORT OP SUCH ASSISTANCE. 

5. WE REMINDED PELICE THAT THE REQUEST FOR SURPLUS 
EQUIPMENT WAS AN EPFORT TO RESURRECT AN OLD ISSUE WHICH 
HAD NEVER BEEN EASY AND WHICH WAS IN ANY EVENT SUBIECT TO 
THE AVAILABILITY OF EQUIPMENT THAT MIGHT BE USEPUL AT 
MARSAXLOKK. WE POINTED OUT THAT WE HAD GONE THROUGH A 
SIMILAR EXERCISE SIX MONTHS BACK INVOLVING A LIST SUPPLIED 
BY THE GOM OP DESIRED SURPLUS EQUIPMENT AND WHICH THE GOM 
THEN PROPOSED TO PURCHASE. AS IT TURNED OUT NONE OP THE 
EQUIPMENT WAS AVAILABLE. PELICE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THE 
GOM WOULD BE PROVIDING US WITH A REVISED LIST. WE ALSO 
STRESSED THAT A SOFT LOAN TO FINANCE THE PURCHASE OP THIS 
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EQUIPMENT WAS ALMOST CERTAINLY OUT OP THE QUESTION. 

6. FELICE SAID HE HAD SAID THAT MINTOPF EXPECTED 14 
MILLION MALTA POUNDS FROM EUROPE (US$ 35-36 MILLION) PER 
ANNUM, NOT 17 MILLION MALTA POUNDS AS REPORTED REFTEL. 

7. FELICE MADE NO REFERENCE TO A MINTOPP VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON. LAINGEN 
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